
APPENDIX 2 
 

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
1. Councillor Joshua Jolles to the Leader of the Council:       
 

Who authorised the funding of many of the Ward Environmental 
Improvement projects from the Housing Revenue Account instead of 
being more properly funded from the General Fund? 

 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council:  

 
The decision to allocate additional funding to the Ward Initiatives budget 
was taken by a special meeting of the Cabinet held on 8 March 2012. 

 
The then chairman of the Joint Select Committee Working Party on the 
Kier Harlow Contract proposed an additional recommendation from the 
Working Party to the report being considered by the Cabinet at that 
meeting.  The additional recommendation committed the Council to 
allocating the funding to the Ward improvements and that the funding 
would be met from the savings arising as a result of the contract 
extension and renegotiation which by their nature could only be achieved 
from the HRA.  The Portfolio Holder for Resources at that time made no 
objection to the recommendation. 

 
The General Fund and the Councils JVCo with Kier have also 
contributed to the costs of the initiatives which it is anticipated will benefit 
the whole town including those areas of Council-owned housing stock. 

 
 A programme of work is being finalised with expenditure anticipated 

during 2013/14. 
 
 

2. Councillor Joshua Jolles to the Leader of the Council: 
  

Why are we proposing to plant trees at least a year too late to 
commemorate the 2012 Olympics when it would seem more appropriate 
to celebrate an historic British victory at Wimbledon by restoring the use 
of our municipal tennis courts which have fallen into decay in various 
parts of the town and making them more universally available, especially 
to children? 

 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 

 
When the Olympic flame came through Harlow, tens of thousands of 
people lined the streets to celebrate, and over seventy volunteers from 
our communities arrived at 6am to help prepare for the event.  The 
community response to this event was such that it seems appropriate to 
celebrate it by planting trees in each Ward in colours that represent the 
five rings on the Olympic flag, or which originate from the five continents.  



The planting of trees in almost any circumstances helps to improve the 
local environment, but this particular initiative will also celebrate 
community involvement in an event of national significance. 

 
The cost of regenerating the tennis courts would be more than the 
funding available in the Ward Environmental Improvement Budgets.  
There is a budget in the Non-Housing Capital Programme for 
improvement works to tennis courts and Officers are currently prioritising 
a work programme in relation to this.  However, there is not sufficient 
funding to regenerate all of the courts and therefore those requiring work 
on health and safety grounds will need to be prioritised. 

 
 

3.  Councillor Andrew Johnson to the Leader of the Council: 
 

Does the Leader of the Council agree with Councillor Jean Clark that the 
Cabinet system is undemocratic and that there is a disproportionate 
amount of power concentrated in the hands of the few? (Harlow Star 
November 2010)? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
In any political Group there will always be a range of views.  I am proud 
that my Group is no different.  It is always important as Leader to hear all 
of their Group members’ views. 
 
 

4.  Councillor Andrew Johnson to the Leader of the Council: 
 

Does the Leader of the Council still hold Labour’s stated view that the 
Cabinet system means Opposition Members becoming disenfranchised 
with the decision-making process (Harlow Star May 2010)? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
There are advantages and disadvantages in any democratic system 
which a local authority chooses for its decision-making system.  I believe 
that our Administration has worked well in its first year as a Cabinet, but 
we will always look to ways to improve. 
 
 

5.  Councillor Simon Carter to the Leader of the Council: 
 
Would the Leader of the Council join me in welcoming the Coalition 
Government’s pledge to support Councils who wish to freeze their 
Council Tax with further financial support over the next two years? 

 
 
 
 



Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
As set out in the Medium Term Financial Strategy reported to Cabinet in 
January 2013 and Council in February 2013, the Council Tax Freeze 
Grant is a short term funding arrangement which does not assist local 
government in formulating and supporting sound medium term planning. 
For the reasons set out in the earlier reports, the Council will not currently 
be supporting or welcoming the proposals from the Coalition Government 
on this issue. 
 
I would point out that this is not at odds with the previous Administration’s 
stance on this issue, as set out in reports to the Council’s meeting of  
9 February 2012. 
 
 

6.  Councillor Simon Carter to the Leader of the Council: 
 

How many homes could have been built in Harlow by a registered social 
landlord for the cost of the four houses going up on the site of the former 
social club? 

   
  Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 

The four houses that are proposed for the former social club site are 
being provided by a registered social landlord (now known as a 
registered provider).  The valuation of that site has been independently 
assessed therefore it can be assumed that other registered providers 
should also be able to provide four affordable homes of a similar size and 
tenure on that site.   

 
 
7.  Councillor Tony Hall to the Leader of the Council: 
 

Does the Leader of the Council stand by Labour’s pledge to revert to 
black sack rubbish collections? 

 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
The Council is contractually committed to the current domestic waste 
collection system, an integral part of which are the containers now in use 
and the vehicles designed to handle them.  The Council is not in a 
position to bear the costs of writing off these capital assets part-way 
through a contract. 
 
 

8.  Councillor Tony Hall to the Leader of the Council: 
 

What does the Leader of the Council think of Ecco’s management of the 
Nature Reserve? 

 



Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 

Ecco has now been managing the Nature Reserve for over a year and the 
arrangement has worked very well.  Ecco has made a number of 
improvements to the physical environment at the Conservation Centre, 
there is a varied programme of activities and visitor numbers are good.  
The Council monitors the arrangement using a Balanced Score Card 
performance management system and at the end of the first year, 
performance was good across all areas. 
 

 
9. Councillor Russell Perrin to the Portfolio Holder Regeneration: 
 
 Can the Portfolio Holder please explain why he feels it is necessary to 

continue with the decision to abolish the free hour for parking in the town’s 
car parks and charge hard pressed residents to use their local shops and 
amenities and to punish local businesses in order to prop up funding of 
other Council services, given the fact that there is a predicted underspend 
on the General Fund? 

 
 Reply from Councillor Paul Schroder, Portfolio Holder Regeneration: 
 

In discussion with my Cabinet colleagues, we have decided, at present, 
that the abolition of the free hour would not be conducive to the best 
interests of local residents and businesses in Harlow. I have therefore 
asked Officers to retain the free parking hour and, in parallel, introduce a 
without obligation, voluntary optional payment of 20p, the receipts of which 
could be used to support deserving or needy causes in Harlow. 

 
 

 
 


